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March 18, 1958
NOTE TO EDITORS:
The following article was written by Deloris Johnsl a Montana State University
freshman from Great Falls, as an assignment for a class in physical education*

Her

teacher, Dr. Viola K. Kleindienst, suggested that the News Service distribute copies
to the newspapers*

THE NEED FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHERS
by Deloris Johns

Today there is a great shortage of physical education teachers in Montana and
throughout the nation*

This fact is well illustrated by results of a recent survey of

Montana elementary teachers done by Mrs. Margaret Wilke, a graduate student at Montana
State University.
Mrs* Wilke found in her survey that in elementary schools the classroom teacher
is doing most of the physical education teaching.

Of the 492 elementary teachers in

the first and second class districts involved in the survey, only six had a physical
education major, 18 had a minor in the field, and the rest had no professional training.
To illustrate further this shortage of physical education teachers, Lima Public
School in Beaverhead
of its twelve grades.

County has never had anyone to teach physical education in any
This year the principal has taken over the job.

In the years from 1950 to 1955 there was a 19.5 per cent drop in the number of
women physical education majors graduating from college and a

52.3

per cent drop in the

number of men majors.

At the same time of this drop there has been an increase in school

enrollment each year.

It is estimated that in five years there will be over a 5 l/2

million increase in enrollment in elementary schools, a 1 3/4 million increase in secondary
school enrollment, and a 667,000 increase in college enrollment.

Thus there will be

a critical shortage of physical education specialists in the years ahead.
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This shortage is of great concern to the nation today in light of the West Point
Fitness Conference held September 9-10, 1957, at the U. S. Academy in West Point,
New York.

The purpose of this meeting, over which Vice President Nixon presided, was

to discuss youth fitness in the United States and to develop a blueprint for future
action in this field.
It was recommended at this meeting that strengthening of curricula in areas of
health education, physical education and recreation in high schools and universities
should result in increased fitness of students and in better preparation of professional
leadership.
Montana State University, in trying to meet this recommendation of professional
leadership, provides opportunities for the prospective physical education teacher by
offering many professional courses such as human anatomy, school health problems,
kinesiology, research, methods in dance, team and individual sports, testing, organization
and administration and many others.
Two degress are offered by MSU in the field of physical education, the bachelor of
arts degree or the bachelor of science degree.

For the graduate student the master

of arts or master of science degree is also offered.
With the obvious need for teachers of physical education, it is hoped that more
students in Montana will elect physical education as the profession of their choice.
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